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OVERVIEW 

This workshop offers a critical analysis of how urban-level data are produced, interpreted, and, 

increasingly, released to the public. It was designed specifically for this Masters, alongside the 

“ Advanced Quantitative Methods ” course, which enables students to build on their existing 

statistical training by mixing qualitative and quantitative insights.  

Students will learn to assess the quality of existing open data resources, critically discuss their 

political implications, and produce their own catalogue of real-world public datasets.  

OUTCOMES 

The students in this course will be invited to produce two (graded) outcomes:  

● Open Data Census entries:  Students will fill an  Open Data Census  website with the 

results of their research, giving precise explanations on their research process. 

● Data quality sprint : students will follow a guided methodology to assess the quality of a 

specific dataset and publish their findings in a structured way 

frama.link/odur-2018 

 

http://formation.sciences-po.fr/enseignement/2017/OGLM/2050
http://census.okfn.org/
https://frama.link/odur-2018


 

 

1 ·  FIND AND GET DATA 
Samuel Goëta 

27 September 2018 5-8 PM 

117, bd Saint-Germain, Room 720 

Read before class:  Harlan Yu and David G. Robinson, “ The New Ambiguity of ‘Open 

Government’ ,”  UCLA Law Review  59(178), 2012. 

2 ·  VERIFY DATA 
Samuel Goëta 

(Date, time and place to be confirmed.) 

Read before class:  David Ribes and Steven J. Jackson, “ Data Bite Man: The Work of Sustaining a 

Long-Term Study, ” in Lisa Gitelman (ed.), ‘Raw Data’ is an Oxymoron, MIT Press, 2013, pp. 147–66. 

3 ·  CLEAN DATA 
Joël Gombin 

11 October 2018,  5-8 PM 

117, bd Saint-Germain, Room 720 

Read before class:  Garrett Grolemund and Hadley Wickham, “ Tidy Data ,” in  R for Data Science , 

O’Reilly, 2017, ch. 12 [of the online version]; and Open Knowledge INternational, “ Open Data 

Quality – The Next Shift in Open Data? ”  Open Knowledge International Blog , 31 May 2017. 

4 ·  PRESENT DATA 
François Briatte 

18 October 2018, 5-8PM 

13, rue de l’Université, Room S08 • • •  caution , different room! 

Read before class: Wendy N. Espeland and Mitchell L. Stevens, “ A Sociology of Quantification ,” 

European Journal of Sociology  49(3): 401–36, 2008 [download link is at top-right of page].   
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https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/discourse/59-11.pdf
https://www.uclalawreview.org/pdf/discourse/59-11.pdf
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/1070098/22175786/1363200724880/RibesJackson+-+Data+Bite+Man.pdf?token=QWR6lTGBtPNmiLqToDZCUWJkR3w%3D
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/1070098/22175786/1363200724880/RibesJackson+-+Data+Bite+Man.pdf?token=QWR6lTGBtPNmiLqToDZCUWJkR3w%3D
http://r4ds.had.co.nz/tidy-data.html
https://blog.okfn.org/2017/05/31/open-data-quality-the-next-shift-in-open-data/
https://blog.okfn.org/2017/05/31/open-data-quality-the-next-shift-in-open-data/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/231852216_A_Sociology_of_Quantification
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https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/government-machine
https://dx.doi.org/10.3917/caph.135.0007
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/H/bo20298894.html
http://www.editionsladecouverte.fr/catalogue/index-Statactivisme-9782355220548.html
http://www.editionsladecouverte.fr/catalogue/index-Statactivisme-9782355220548.html
https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319439990
https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319439990
http://practicalparticipation.co.uk/odi/report/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/How-is-open-government-data-being-used-in-practice.pdf
http://practicalparticipation.co.uk/odi/report/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/How-is-open-government-data-being-used-in-practice.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306312717712473
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306312717712473
http://siba-ese.unisalento.it/index.php/paco/article/view/14157
http://www.editionsladecouverte.fr/catalogue/index-La_politique_des_grands_nombres-9782707165046.html
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674009691
http://books.openedition.org/editionscnrs/8659
http://books.openedition.org/editionscnrs/8659
http://books.openedition.org/editionscnrs/8629
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21622671.2012.733317
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13876988.2016.1145871
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13876988.2016.1145871
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fcpa20/18/4
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=4632844
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/raw-data-oxymoron
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http://www.theses.fr/2016ENST0045
http://www.theses.fr/2016ENST0045
http://ojs.tsv.fi/index.php/sts/article/view/60221
http://ojs.tsv.fi/index.php/sts/article/view/60221
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-statistics-022513-115615
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-statistics-022513-115615
http://krisis.eu/three-aspects-of-data-worlds/
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/F/bo3684463.html
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/books/Book242780?subject=F00&fs=1#tabview=toc
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/books/Book242780?subject=F00&fs=1#tabview=toc
http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2010/sep/10_0040.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2010/sep/10_0040.htm
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/5653.html
http://ci-journal.net/index.php/ciej/article/view/877/908
http://ec2012.lsecities.net/newspaper/articles/urbanising-technology/en-gb/
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/74/1/63.full.pdf
http://asr.sagepub.com/content/74/1/63.full.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/02/03/rankings
http://yalebooks.com/book/9780300078152/seeing-state
http://yalebooks.com/book/9780300078152/seeing-state
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2012489


 

 

BLOGS 

Impact of Social Sciences Blog, London School of Economics and Political Science: 

● Philosophy of Data Series 

● Politics of Data Series 

Michael Batty: 

● Smart Cities 

● A Science of Cities 

Open Knowledge Foundation: 

● Open Knowledge International Blog 

● School of Data Blog 

WEBSITES 

● LearnOpenData  (by Claire Foulquier-Gazagnes, from  Etalab ) 

● Open Data Institute  (London) 

● Open Knowledge International 

● Urban Complexity Lab  (Potsdam) 

Urban-level data-oriented studies: 

● Atlas of Urban Expansion 

● EURO-URHIS2  – European Urban Health Indicators Systems Part 2 

● US City Open Data Census 

Urban Audit – European City Statistics: 

● Eurostat resources, European Commission 

● Office of National Statistics, United Kingdom  (archive) 

OECD – Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development: 

● Urban Development 

● Metropolitan eXplorer 

UN-Habitat, United Nations: 

● Open UN-Habitat 

● UN-Habitat Urban Data   
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http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/category/data-series/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/the-politics-of-data-series/
http://www.spatialcomplexity.info/
http://www.complexcity.info/
http://blog.okfn.org/
http://schoolofdata.org/blog/
https://github.com/cmfg/LearnOpenData/
http://www.etalab.gouv.fr/
http://theodi.org/
https://okfn.org/
https://uclab.fh-potsdam.de/
http://atlasofurbanexpansion.org/
http://results.urhis.eu/
http://us-city.census.okfn.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/cities
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160105160709/http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/user-guidance/urban-audit/index.html
https://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/urbandevelopment.htm
http://measuringurban.oecd.org/
http://open.unhabitat.org/
http://urbandata.unhabitat.org/


 

 

TEACHER BIOS 

François Briatte is Assistant Lecturer in Political Science at the  European School                       

of Political Sciences in Lille, and a member of the  rOpenGov ecosystem , which                         

write programs for computational social science and digital humanities. His main                     

hobbies are black coffee, cigarettes and Web scraping. 

François blogs in French at  Polit’bistro  and in English at  R / Notes . 

François teaches the  theoretical section  of this workshop. 

Samuel Goëta is a co-founder of  datactivi.st and a member of the  Open                         

Knowledge Foundation , which campaigns to open up knowledge for everyone.                   

Samuel holds a PhD in Sociology from  Telecom ParisTech , and his main hobbies                         

are bike riding, running a coworking  house  and cooking for hours. 

Samuel used to blog in French at  Les coulisses de l’open data . 

Samuel teaches the  practical sections  of this workshop. 

Joël Gombin is a co-founder of  datactivi.st , a PhD candidate in Political Science                         

at the Université Picardie – Jules Verne, and a member of the  Observatory of                           

Political Radicalities at the Jean-Jaurès Foundation, which studies radicality in                   

European societies. His main hobbies are watching political TV shows and                     

changing his kids’ diapers. 

Joël also used to write a data-driven series in French for the online magazine  Marsactu . 
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http://espol-lille.eu/
http://espol-lille.eu/
https://ropengov.github.io/
https://politbistro.hypotheses.org/
http://f.briatte.org/r/
http://datactivi.st/
https://okfn.org/
https://okfn.org/
http://www.telecom-paristech.fr/eng
http://yelloworking.com/
http://www.coulisses-opendata.com/
http://datactivi.st/
http://www.jean-jaures.org/Observatoires/Radicalites-politiques
http://www.jean-jaures.org/Observatoires/Radicalites-politiques
https://marsactu.fr/author/joelgombin/

